
ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 

THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2020 
 

Questions from Mr. S. Rice: 
 

The over development of housing in the Parish of Hugglescote and Donnington le Heath is 
contributing to significant traffic issues, with 3500 new houses being built on Grange Road, 
we expect this problem and the danger to the public to increase. 
 
We understand that there is new money available to improve the main A511 as part of the 
Coalville Growth Corridor Scheme; can the questions below be considered alongside this 
in order to help tackle the traffic concerns of the area, that contribute to the high level of 
dust particulates making it one of the worst in Leicestershire for air quality.  The weight of 
opinion is very strong amongst local residents who are now feeling the mental strain of 
overdeveloped housing without adequate traffic considerations. 
 
1. Can one of the exit/entrances on Dennis Street, nearest Grange Road, be blocked 

off to reduce the volume of traffic, which includes HGVs despite a 7.5 tonne weight 
restriction, using Dennis Street as a rat run?  This is a narrow road with five listed 
buildings and the increase in usage is noticeable and will only get worse with the new 
estates being built less than half a mile away on Grange Road 

 
2. The signage on the main A511 Birch Tree Island is unclear as lorries easily mistake 

the entrance to Grange Road as the main exit for the A511. Can a HGV weight 
restriction sign be extended and clearly marked at the Grange Road/Birch Tree 
Island to stop lorries from using Grange Road?  This will ultimately reduce the 
number of lorries using Dennis Street. 

 
3. Why are the police not doing anything to enforce the 7.5 tonnes weight limit on 

Dennis Street even though communication to them has been made? 
 
4. Can the HGV weight restriction be increased in other areas of Hugglescote such as 

Forest Road/Belvoir Road and appropriate signage of NO HGV be erected at Forest 
Road/Belvoir Road and Clock Tower/Belvoir Road? Can we get police involvement to 
enforce/monitor such a move? 

 
5. Vehicles cause a traffic standstill at the Ashburton Road/Grange Road Crossroads by 

attempting turn right on Grange Road. Can the traffic light sequence be made four 
way to allow traffic turning right off Station Road to enter Grange Road, and allow the 
reverse direction right turn from Central Road into Ashburton Road unobstructed? 

 
6. What research has been carried out on the Grange Road Crossroads traffic lights, 

and have the findings been published?  Can further research be carried out to 
analyse the current situation which will undoubtedly have changed in the last few 
years? 

 
7. Can the proposed 40mph speed limit for Grange Road be reduced to 30mph 

throughout as it is a lit highway?  This limit would also be safer due to a large 
increase in traffic as homes are occupied?  What will be put in place to monitor the 
new speed restriction in this area?  
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Reply by the Chairman. 
 

1. There are a large number of properties that have direct access onto Dennis Street 
and its side roads. To restrict access to only one junction would mean that all vehicles 
would need to use the Hugglescote crossroads which is outlined as having 
congestion problems in question 5. 

 

2. Grange Road is currently unrestricted, and the signage reflects this. The routes are 
clearly signed indicating that the A511 is the third exit travelling north and the first exit 
travelling south. No other signs are considered appropriate. 

 
Any HGV using Grange Road can legitimately use Grange Road as currently it does 
not have a weight limit. The introduction of a weight limit on Grange Road could be 
implemented, however there would need to be a review of all other weight restrictions 
in the area. Grange Road links to Central Road (not weight restricted) which gives 
access to Coalville town centre.  

 
The implementation of a weight restriction may not reduce the number of HGVs using 
Grange Road as they can enter for access and loading purposes. Weight limits are 
implemented to prevent through traffic. 

 

3. Questions about Police resourcing should be directed to them however, it should be 
noted that whilst there is weight restriction signing at the junction of Dennis Street 
with Grange Road there is no Traffic Regulation Order therefore we will now work to 
put an order in place for it, which may be preventing the Police enforcing. 

 
4. The implementation of a weight restriction may not reduce the number of HGVs using 

the area, as they can enter for access and loading purposes. Weight limits are 
implemented to prevent through traffic.   

 
Only weight restriction signs are prescribed at the entrance of a weight restricted 
zone, repeater signs are not prescribed therefore “NO HGV” signs cannot be 
provided.  

 
The weight restrictions in place in the Coalville area are considered appropriate and 
an area wide review is therefore not intended at the current time. 

 
5. A report went to Cabinet in 2015 on ‘Consequence of Growth in Coalville – outcome 

of consultation on improvements to Hugglescote Crossroads’ – link 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=135&MId=4232&Ver=4 where it 
was approved that none of the options put forward in the consultation exercise on 
proposed improvements to Hugglescote Crossroads would be pursued further.  This 
was due to the substantial level of opposition to all potential options put forward.  
Therefore, further work at this junction will not be pursued at this time. 
 

6. Substantial work was carried out in conjunction with the review mentioned in 
Question 5.  The level of objections received to the numerous proposals meant 
nothing further was taken forward.  Any developments coming forward in the vicinity 
of this location will be required to assess their impact on the junction and mitigate if 
appropriate.  No further review therefore is proposed by LCC Highways at this time. 
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7. The new 40mph speed limit has been agreed with LCC officers, the developers and 

the police prior to the planning process as to establish the nature of the road.  The 
implementation of the limit was subject to a public consultation (including the District 
and Parish Council) which the local County Council supported. This limit was 
implemented through S106 monies for the development of the area of Grange Road. 

 
When proposing a new speed limit, we use national guidelines as set out in the 
Department for Transport Circular 01/2013 (Setting Local Speed Limits). 
Setting speed limits at the appropriate level for the road, and ensuring compliance 
with these limits, play a key part in ensuring greater safety for all road users. 
 
The following are important factors when considering what is an appropriate speed 
limit: 

 history of collisions, including frequency, severity, types and causes; 

 road geometry and engineering (width, sightlines, bends, junctions, 
accesses and safety barriers etc.); 

 road function (strategic, through traffic, local access etc.); 

 Composition of road users (including existing and potential levels of 
vulnerable road users); 

 existing traffic speeds; and 

 road environment, including level of road-side development and possible 
impacts on residents (e.g. severance, noise, or air quality) 

 
Speed limits in urban areas affect everyone, not only as motorists, but as 
pedestrians, cyclists and residents. As well as influencing safety they can influence 
quality of life, the environment and the local economy. 
 
A 30mph speed limit is appropriate in built-up areas (where motor vehicle movement 
is deemed more important), with development on both sides of the road. Urban roads 
by their nature are complex as they need to provide for safe travel on foot, bicycle 
and by motorised traffic. Lower speeds benefit all urban road users and setting 
appropriate speed limits is therefore an important factor in improving urban safety.  
 
Roads suitable for a 40mph limit are generally higher quality suburban roads or those 
on the outskirts of urban areas where there is little development. Usually, the 
movement of motor vehicles is the primary function. 
 
A 30mph speed limit would not be appropriate in this instance. A lower speed limit 
does not necessarily equate to a safer road.  A motorist is more likely to comply with 
a speed limit when it is set at the correct level appropriate for the environment. A 
30mph speed limit in this street is likely to cause a speeding issue through reduced 
compliance.  
 
With any new speed limit introduced, the limit will be monitored through Police 
reports, public reports and speed surveys undertaken by LCC.  
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